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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will read, critique and write short stories. Through close reading and analysis, students will examine the functions of
various elements of fiction, noting the craft demonstrated by expert writers. Students will then apply what they have learned in their own
creative works of fiction. The primary instructional materials for this unit are short stories including "The Chaser," "The Weapon," and
"Appointment with Love."

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 8

Cite the textual evidence that most
strongly supports an analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a
text and analyze its development over
the course of the text, including its
relationship to the characters, setting,
and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2

T1 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T2 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts
in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T3 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T4 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T5

Thematic: Students will be able to comprehend and write fictional narratives

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U703) To be effective, written and
spoken text (arguments, explanatory,
narrative) must be supported with sound
evidence, sufficient detail, and/or valid

Q1 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this particular
genre? (2-12)
Q2 (Q602) How do I make my writing easy to
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Analyze how particular lines of dialogue
or incidents in a story or drama propel
the action, reveal aspects of a
character, or provoke a decision.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3
Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.8.3
Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of
specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to
other texts. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 13 above.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.4
Compare and contrast the structure of
two or more texts and analyze how the
differing structure of each text
contributes to its meaning and style.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.5
With some guidance and support from
peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on how
well purpose and audience have been
addressed. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5
Analyze how differences in the points of
view of the characters and the
audience or reader (e.g., created
through the use of dramatic irony)
create such effects as suspense or
humor. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.6

reasoning.
U2 (U604) Each genre of writing follows
specific organizational patterns and
techniques to elicit an intended response
from the reader.
U3 (U701) Writers use a recursive process
(e.g. planning, drafting, revising, editing,
and publishing) to hone their piece.
U4 (U901) Effective writers adhere to
established rules of grammar and
mechanics to ensure clarity based on the
context and mode of communication.
U5 (U100) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U6 (U103) Readers support their
conclusions (inferences and interpretations)
by citing appropriate evidence within the
text.
U7 (U104) Readers recognize that authors
do not always say things directly or literally;
sometimes they convey their ideas indirectly
(e.g., metaphor, satire, irony, connotation).
U8

Thematic: The production and consumption
of text is an act of both creation and
interpretation.

understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q3 (Q704) How do I develop and revise my
writing using appropriate tools and techniques?
(3-12)
Q4 (Q705) How do I know when I am done? (K-
12) What do I need to consider before
submitting or publishing a piece for an
audience? (2-12)
Q5 (Q901) When is it important to follow the
(writing) rules? When is it okay to break them?
(6-12)
Q6 (Q902) What is the best word to use (given
the context)? (K-12)
Q7 (Q102) What does a close (careful) reading
require? (K-12)
Q8 (Q105) What is the text really about (theme,
main idea)? (K-12)
Q9 (Q101) What are my strategies for reading
this text? How do I know if they are working? (K-
12)
Q10 (Q107) How do I make and support
conclusions/interpretations/inferences/opinions?
(K-12)
Q11

Thematic: How do I take what I'm reading,
seeing, and thinking and put it into words? How
does that line up with my own experiences?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

K1

Understand the key terms and ideas of the
unit: plot elements (exposition, initial
incident, rising action, climax, denouement,
resolution), theme, conflict,
characterization, point of view, irony
(dramatic and verbal), foreshadowing,

S1

Read, respond to, analyze, and develop an
interpretation of short fiction

S2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
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setting, figurative language (simile,
metaphor, implied metaphor, symbol),
responding to literature, the steps of the
writing process

analyze its development over the course of the
text.

S3

Examine the role of different elements of a
story play in the creating of meaning.

S4

Create a cohesive, sustained imaginative
experience for the reader by:

crafting an effective opening to a fictional
work
developing interesting and complex
(round) characters
strategically choosing point of
view/narrator
presenting events in logical sequence
signaling shifts among those events with
transitions
including realistic dialogue
describing and reflecting on events,
characters, and settings in an engaging
way using author's craft
providing a conclusion that either reflects
on the experience as a whole or inspires
reflection by the reader
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